
For Release Thursday v- ' R-1716 
January 15, 1942 
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- - ' - ' . ' • WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION '• - ,: ' ( } - • • 

•-•' ' • " - Washington "• ' • ''i''^------ ' 

LUGGAGE, LEATHER GOODS, AND WOMEN'S HANDBAG COMMITTEE TO MEET 
FEBRUARY 3 

Appointment of a ccmmittee to recom.mend a new minimum rage for the manu

f a c t u r e of luggage , l e a t h e r goods and women's handbags was announced today by 

.Thomas W. Holland, Adminis t ra tor of the Vfege and Hour D iv i s ion , U. S. Department 

of Labor . The comnit tee w i l l meet a t 10 A.M., February 3 , i n Room 3229 of the 

Department of Labor Bu i ld ing i n Washington. . ,,̂ ,2̂ ,̂ ^ 

Under the F a i r Labor Standards Act, the committee i s i n s t r u c t e d t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e economic and compet i t ive cond i t i ons i n the i n d u s t r y and recomTiend 

the h i g h e s t minima^i wage up t o 4C c e n t s an hour which w i l l not s u b s t a n t i a l l y 

C u r t a i l employment. • -'•-• ;:; ',,....' • ," . i-' V'A',,^' -'A 

The i n d u s t r y i s def ined a s ; - '- . '_' • ;*• •',,,..'• ' 

" (a ) The .iianufact'are from any m a t e r i a l of luggage i n c l u d i n g , but not by way 
of l i m i t a t i o n , tx^'unks, s u i t c a s e s , t r a v e l i n g bags , b r i e f c a s e s , sample cases j the 
manufacture of ins t rument cases covered with l ea t .he r , i m i t a t i o n l e a t h e r , or 
f a b r i c i n c l u d i n g , but not by way of L i r d t a t i o n , p o r t a b l e r ad io cases ; the manu
f a c t u r e of small l e a t h e r goods and l i k e a r t i c l e s fro.Ti a.ny m.aterial except me ta l ; 
the manufacture of vomen's , m i s s e s ' , a.nd c h i l d r e n ' s handbags, pocketbooks, 
p u r s e s , and ..';iesh bags from any m a t e r i a l except me ta l ; b'ut not the manufacture 
of b o d i e s , p a n e l s , a.nd fr.ames from m:etal, wood, f i b r e , or paper board for any 
of the above a r t i c l e s . ' , o - -

"(b) The manufacture from l e a t h e r , i n d t a t i o n l e a t h e r , or f a b r i c of cat s tock 
and p a r t s for amy of the a r t i c l e s covered i n Sect ion ( a ) . " 

The ma.nidact-are of luggage and l e a t h e r goods has beon a t 35 c e n t s an hour 

s ince January 6 , 1941, a t which tiTie approxi/riately 4,500 e.mployees of the 17,000 

employed i n tho i n d u s t r y rece ived vjage i n c r e a s e s . A 35 cen ts -an-hour minim.um 

wage was e s t a b l i s h e d for t h e manufacture of women's handb.ags on J u l y 15, 1940, 

as a d i v i s i o n of the Apparel Indu.s t ry . Tho r- i te i nc reased the w.ages of some 

5,000 employees of the 15,000 employed i n such manofacture . 
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Joseph A. McClain, J r . , Dean of the School of LaiT, Washington U n i v e r s i t y , 

S t . Lcuis , Missour i , ir. oliairman. Other members cf t he committee a r e : 

For the Public; 

George Thomas Erov/n, Professor of Sconoinics, Ca tho l ic U n i v e r s i t y , T/ashington,D.C. 
Tipton R. Snavely, Professor of Economics, lAi ivcrs i ty of V i r g i n i a , C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e 
Malcolm Sharfj, Professor of Law, Un ive r s i ty of Chicago, Chicago 
Leland I''. Goodrich, brown Uni 'vers i ty , Providence, R. I . 
Harold Egbert van Delden, A s s i s t a n t P r o f e s s o r , School of Commerce, Acco-ants 

a.ad Fintmoo, Hew A'ork U r d ' / r r s i t y , New York 
. , . • • -A.'.Ay.i '• -'-^y- .̂ -'-'-̂  

5'or the Employeosj '''•• '• ' 

St:muol Ladorm.an, Chicago, Leather Workers J o i n t Board of Chicago; Jack 
Yfeisulberg, Brooklyn, L'aggago Workers Union; Louis Rooney, Chicago; and 
Char les Mut te r , Jersey Ci -y , New J e r s e y , r d l of tho I n t e r n a t i c m d ^ad i e s ' 

. Hand'DJ.g, Pocketbo-.k and No^-olty'i'-:)rk«-;r3 Unio:i (A. F . of L.) 
P h i l i p Lubl inor , New York, cf tho Pockot-Book Workers Union, Local -̂ -1 

(Uruaffi l iated) 
A, M. Router , S t . Louis , Mis sou r i , of t he Lu,ggago and Leather vfor.kers' Union 

(CIO) • . • , . ' - . . - . , 

Fcr t h e Em.olcyors: • • : • • • • • • . - • • 

George S. Bernard, Amcrici.n H.ard/rarO Co . , I n c . , P e t e r s b u r g , V i r g i n i a 
Stanley Kle in , Monde 1-Drucker, I n c . , Cincij.in&ti 
Robert H, Rolfr;, A.^ity Ij^^-ather Prod-acts Corp . , West Bond, Wisconsin 
Mil ton 'W. Daub, Boyle Lor-ther Goods Company, Ne'.v York 
Goorge Meyers, Meyer.-; Manufacturing C o . , Norwalk, Conn. .̂ .,-.v.. ^̂  ^ ..„-,' 

Leopold J , Sneider , A.. I . Magid Company, I ] . c . , Nv)v/ York ^.';.' \.. iÂ  

Any person, v/ishing to p rc son t evidence to t h i s comr i t t cc may arro..ngo t o 

do sc by w r i t i n g t o Alboume 3 . Long, Acting D i r e c t o r , Indus t ry Committee Branch, 

Wage end Eour D iv i s i on , 'V/ashington, D. r . • ,..._.-.. :,-i - ; j . ' . APrA-'-
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